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Hi to all ANTS members, 

 

Several reports have been released since 

our last Bulletin. Some of those worth 

looking at are: the Garling report with its 

reorganisation of work practices, and 

òPrimary Health Care in Australiaó (ANF 

2009) which addresses PHC education. 

Flexible delivery modes appear essential 

to meet the learning needs of nursing 

students and nursing staff, particularly in 

busy, low resourced environments. The 

increased use of E-learning provides cost-

effective and flexible learning but many 

senior staff have not kept pace with the 

technology and lack confidence to pursue 

these programs so need more support. 

 

The other issue which is gaining 

momentum is trans-disciplinary learning. 

This will change the nature of courses 

and teaching both in the academic and 

clinical arenas. 

I attended a seminar at UTS in Sydney in 

April, attended by all health 

professionals. We will be reporting on the 

progress of the research by UTS and 

Sydney Universities. 

I also attended the CoNNO meeting in 

Melbourne in May and you will see the 

report of this on this edition. For the first 

time, as a part of International Nursesõ 

Day I was invited on behalf of ANTS to 

Admiralty House, Kirribilli for morning tea 

with Quentin Bryce and all the 

representatives of National Nursing 

Organisations. It was such a beautiful 

sunny morning looking out over the 

Harbour. 

 

We are still finalising the constitution with 

legal consultants and as a result of our 

research we are developing the reviewed 

nurse teacher competencies. A draft will 

be available by the next Bulletin and will 

be posted on the website. We need to 

circulate the draft widely to all members 

and stakeholders for feedback. 

In regards to state branches, Western 

Australian committee have submitted 

their first page for the Bulletin and are 

busy planning educational seminars for 

their state. Queensland and South 

Australian members have shown great 

enthusiasm for starting up ANTS 

branches. We are planning meetings with 

members and hope to launch their 

branches before the end of the year. 

One of our members, Jan Sayers, is 

undertaking her PhD in researching   

Nurse Educators in Acute Settings. 

Christine Taylor and I are on the Advisory 

Committee and support wholeheartedly her 

research. She is asking for volunteers for 

her research so we have put the NEACH 

newsletter on the website and encourage 

your participation in this project. 

 

ANTS has partnered with Pearson 

Education who are offering an Educator 

Award to ANTS members- see the flyer on 

page 20   and check the ANTS website for 

application details. This is a great initiative 

to value nurse educators from all sectors of 

Nursing Education. 

Donõt forget the Nurse Education 

Conferences coming up! We hope we can 

meet up with you at Christchurch for the 

New Zealand Conference and we are very 

excited about the International Conference 

in Sydney in April 2010- start preparing 

your abstracts! 

Let us know if you are preparing innovative 

learning experiences for students or staff, 

weõd love you to share ideas and concerns 

with us about nursing education, either by 

email, phone or in our Bulletin. We are also 

planning to introduce ways that you can 

have discussion on the ANTS website so 

check it weekly. 

Jacqui Guy 

M: 0414362406  

jacqui.guy@acu.edu.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check the website for details. 

http://www.ants.org.au/ 

 "The most 
important 

practical lesson 
than can be given 

to nurses is to 
teach them what 

to observe..."  

 
Florence Nightingale, 1859 

mailto:jacqui.guy@acu.edu.au


There was so much to reflect on and celebrate 

this last few months. ANZAC Day  the 25th of 

April   a very special occasion for the Australian 

nation as we remember the people who served 

their country.  Nurses played a large part in war 

and need to be remembered with equal fervour. 

The Royal Australian Army Nursing Corps is 

according to Major Roslyn Bell (RANNC) the 

least publicised of all Army services  which has 

given over a 100 years of dedicated work to 

caring for Australian servicemen. The Corps 

dates back to the Boer War 1898. Imagine as 

Major Bell suggests a hospital to be suddenly 

extended to 2000 beds as it was in France in 

1917 and compare this to a large  Australian 

metropolitan hospital today where there are 

700 beds and 670 nurses excluding i.e. 

ôadministration and education staffõ. It really 

makes one think about the work done under 

such shocking conditions without antibiotics 

and the technology we take so much for 

granted. They truly deserve to have their special 

day.  

This was  followed by Nurses Day on May 12th 

the birth date of Florence Nightingale  (1820-

1910) the founder of modern day nursing. It is 

our day to celebrate who we are and what we 

have achieved in the last 200 years.  This 

yearõs theme  chosen by the ICN was: Delivering 

Quality, Serving Communities: Nurses Leading 

Care Innovations. Nurses have come a long way 

since he days of Ms Nightingale. Education has 

improved. She was however, a woman of the 

very conservative times and she did despite the 

recent bad press  provide some very good 

advice on the caring of sick and vulnerable 

people . With regard to  contemporary nurse 

education I urge you to read Dr. Janet Rodin's  

excellent report.   I found  this uplifting and 

spurned me on to utilise some of the  suggested 

methods when sharing knowledge and 

encouraging learning .  

Dr. Angie Titchenõs Critical Creativity for 

example, which according to Dr. Roden creates 

conditions for human flourishing. How wonderful 

is that?  Last but not least is Dorothy Johnsonõs 

article  which exudes  a passion for mental 

health nursing and student education. I  also 

wish to thank the people who contributed to this 

edition of the Bulletin and to welcome our new 

members. We look forward to our next big 

celebration which is Christmas in July  where 

traditionally ANTS members come together  as a 

group to enjoy themselves. Check the ANTS web 

page  for details and join us and our friends and 

family. 

Olivia Mulligan 

Editor 
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 John Dewey (1859 - 

1952) was a remarkable 

individual. He has 

influenced   many of the 

modern day educational 

theorists including Kolb, 

Lindeman, Rodgers, Boud  

and Schön. He believed for 

example that learning was 

an active thing and that 

schooling was too long and 

restrictive. He believed 

that children should be involved in real live tasks 

for example when learning maths they could 

learn during cooking by figuring out proportions 

of ingredients, and history could be learned by 

experiencing how people lived. According to 

Smith (2001) Dewey  is very often associated 

with child-centred education which is not the 

case. His work is not easily slotted into any 

particular educational tradition but his influence 

on educationalists involved in informal education 

has been phenomenal. Dewey believed that  

education must  engage and enlarge the 

learnerõs experience. He also encouraged the 

learner to think and reflect on what he/she   

JOHN DEWEY PHILOSOPHER PSYCHOLOGIST AND  

EDUCATIONAL REFORMER 

learned. Critical thinking is in essence  a 

process of analysis and making judgements 

about an event  and reflecting on this, and 

reflecting on this according to Dewey is an 

active and persistent method of assessing 

present knowledge, what is needed to be 

learned and how to go about this to fill the 

gap between the two especially during a 

learning situation. 

Dewey was a diligent campaigner for reform 

in education and argued that the educators 

were more concerned with delivering 

knowledge instead of understanding the 

learnersõ experiences. He advocated 

experiential education and has been credited 

with having great influence of project based 

learning which encourages learners to be in 

the role of a researcher. An interesting and 

pragmatic educator who  continues to 

influence and impress. 
 
References 

Neil, J. (2005)  http://wilderdom.com/

experiential/JohnDeweyPhilosophyEducation.html 

 

Smith, M. (2001) http://www.infed.org/thinkers/

et-dewey.htm 

'It is impossible 
to soar like an 
eagle if you are 
surrounded by 
turkeys'  

 Anon  



LEAST WE FORGET 
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 I N  F L A N D E R S  

F I E L D S 

 

In Flanders fields the poppies 

blow 

Between the crosses, row on 

row, 

That mark our place; and in the 

sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, 

fly 

Scarce heard amid the guns 

below. 

We are the Dead. Short days 

ago 

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset 

glow, 

Loved and were loved, and now 

we lie 

In Flanders fields. 

 

Take up our quarrel with the 

foe: 

To you from failing hands we 

throw 

The torch; be yours to hold it 

high. 

If ye break faith with us who die 

We shall not sleep, 

though poppies grow 

In Flanders fields.  

By 

 John McCrae, May 1915 

 

It is believed that Major John 

McCrae a Canadian military 

doctor drafted this  famous 

poem after the burial  service 

of his friend Alex Helmer whom 

he officiated. Alex was killed by 

a German artillery shell on the 

2nd of May 1915.   

 
.   

ANZAC stands for Australian and New Zealand 

Army Corps. The 25th of April is ANZAC Day 

which is one of Australiaõs most important 

national occasions as it marks the anniversary 

of the landing at Gallipoli. Gallipoli is a 

strategic peninsula positioned at the opening 

of the Black Sea near Constantinople in Turkey 

(now Istanbul) which was the capital of the 

Ottoman Empire. War had broken out in 

Europe in 1914 and as Australia had been a 

federal commonwealth for a short period the 

new National government was eager to 

establish Australia as a nation.  The plan was 

to capture Constantinople and get the Turks 

out of the war. The ANZACS as they became 

commonly known landed with the allied forces 

at Gallipoli on 25th April in 1915 and they 

were met with strong resistance from the 

Turkish army. The whole campaign very quickly 

became a stalemate and both sides suffered 

heavy casualties. After 8 months of heavy 

fighting where 8000 Australian soldiers were 

killed the allies were evacuated. The news of 

this failed campaign had a profound effect on 

the Australian community back home and the 

25th of April quickly became the day which the 

Australian nation remembered that sacrifice of 

those who had died at war.  The Australian 

population at that time was fewer than five 

million of which 416,809 men enlisted, over 

60,000 were killed and 156,000 wounded, 

gassed, or taken prisoner during that war 

which lasted from 1914 to 1918. 

 

  It is important to remember   

 and celebrate  the 

nurses involved in this 

 and other 

conflicts of which 

Australia took part. 

According to the 

archives of the 

government war 

memorial 2,139 

Australian nurses 

served in  World 

War I and twenty 

five died in other 

countries.  Nurses 

became indispensible   

 in the busy 

operating theatres as well 

 as running the military hospitals. 

Many worked under squalid conditions, lacked 

supplies and did a lot of physical labour. Sister 

Pearl Corkhill  pictured above for example, was 

the first to receive a Military Medal for her 

services. It was doubly hard for these women 

as they were also expected to be cheerful and 

feminine as well as look after the casualties in 

a pre-antibiotic era. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The involvement of  Australian women in 

war started in 1898 when the formation 

of the  Australian Nursing Service of New 

South Wales started. Sixty nurses served 

in the Boer War. Matron Nellie Gould 

served as superintendent of a contingent 

of the NSW nurses and which was 

subsequently incorporated into the newly 

formed Australian Army Nursing Reserve 

(AAANS) in 1902. 

 

Let us  remember Frances Hines born in 

1864. Frances or Fanny to her friends 

was a trained nurse who went to 

South Africa in March 

1900 with a group of 

10 Victorian nurses 

who accompanied the 

Third Bushmenõs 

Contingent. Sr. Hines 

died on the 7th 

August 1900 from 

pneumonia. According 

to her friend Sr. Julia 

Anderson Fanny 

contracted the illness 

from nursing as many as 26 patients at a 

time with no possibility of assistance  

and without proper nourishment. 

(Woodman 1997) 

 

According to the Oxford Campanion to 

Australian Military history (p,2 in 

Australiaõs cultural portal) nurses 

recruited for the First World War served 

in Egypt and Lemnos during the Gallipoli 

campaign, in England, France and 

Belgium in support of the fighting on the 

Western front, and in Greece, Salonika, 

Palestine, Mesopotamia and India.  The 

second world war commenced in 1939 

and finished in 1945 and true to form 

nurses again were at the forefront and 

many lost their lives. 

 

It is hard to imagine that out of the ôsixty- 

fiveõ Army Nurses evacuated from 

Singapore when it fell to the Japanese in 

1942 only 24 survived. Twelve died 

when their ship the Vyner  Brooke was   

Matron EJ Gould, Sister Penelope Frater and 

Superintendant Julia Bligh  from the Boer War 1902. 

Image courtesy of Australian War Memorial: A03962. 

http://www.culture.gov.au/cgi-bin/goto.pl?cr_pg=http://www.awm.gov.au/database/collection.asp


bombed and sunk on February 12th 1942, and a 

further twenty one of those surviving nurses were 

shot by Japanese soldiers when they landed in 

Bangka Island on lifeboats and another eight died 

as prisoners of war.  

 

Let us remember Vivian 

Bullwinkle a nurse and survivor 

of the Bangka Island massacre  

who concealed  her wound to  

protect the other survivors of the 

Vyner Brooke and survived as a 

prisoner of war to give evidence 

of the massacre at the war 

crimes trial held in Tokyo in 

1947. This recollection is held by 

the Australian War Memorial in 

Canberra. In another incident in Darwin harbour 

an Australian nurse was killed and many injured 

when the Japanese dive bombed their clearly 

marked hospital ship in 1942 and a further eleven 

nurses died when their brightly lit hospital ship the 

Centaur was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine 

off the Queensland coast in 1943. During World 

War Two, 3,400 Australian  nurses  served, and 

71 never returned, losing their lives during active 

service overseas. Many of the returning nurses 

could not return to their work because of war-

related injuries and psychological trauma and had 

to fight very hard against bureaucratic indifference 

to acquire an adequate pension to support 

themselves and their dependents. It was only in 

1999 that Australiaõs Army Nurses received 

recognition with the dedication of the Australian 

Service Nursesõ National Memorial in Canberra 

(Kenny 1986).  Let us also remember the 45 

indigenous sisters of Vunapope  (pictured above) 

in New Britain  who stayed as a group  to keep 

missionaries supplied with extra food regardless 

of the risk of  reprisals from the invading Japanese 

army. These women carried food down the sheer 

side of a canyon to deliver it to their starving 

colleagues.  

Nurses also served in the Korean war 1950-53 

but the data on  Australian women veterans is very 

scarce. The Vietnam war (1962-73) which 

L EAST WE FORGET CONTõD 

Page 5 

A U S T R A L I A N  N U R S E  T E AC H E R Sõ  S OC I E T Y B U LL E T I N.  A U T U M N E DI T I O N 2 0 0 9   

The  very well 

known Ode  below 

is repeated on a 

daily basis in all 

RSL clubs  comes 

from  the poem 

 

òFor the Fallen,ó 

 

It was composed by 

the English poet 

and writer Laurence 

Binyon. The Ode 

used is the fourth 

stanza of the poem  

and was written in 

the early days of 

WWI. There were 

severe casualties by 

mid September 

1914, which was  

less than seven 

weeks after the 

outbreak of WWI. 

Long lists of the 

dead and wounded 

appeared in British 

newspapers and it 

was against this 

background theat 

Laurence Binyon 

wrote  his immortal 

poem. 

 

 

 

 

The Ode 
 

They shall grow 

not old, as we 

that are left 

grow old: 

Age shall not 

weary them, nor 

the years 

condemn 

At the going 

down of the sun 

and in the 

morning 

We will 

remember 

them. 

 
 

followed had 212 nurses serving and  

conditions were extremely poor. According to  

Maureen McLeod a nursing sister  

"There was nothing that prepared us for the 

filth of that hospital. And the smell - the smell 

will never leave me! They didn't tell us about 

how, when it rained (the Monsoon season), 

when we walked through the water in the 

hospital compound all the dirty bandages 

and dressings would be floating past you in 

the water. Horrendous."  

Another ANZAC memorial day has passed 

and we have remembered them.  Today 

ANZAC Day not only remembers the Gallipoli 

campaign but remembers all wars and  all 

those  selfless people who served and 

continue to serve their country many  of 

whom still serve in  Afghanistan and Iraq.  

Our admiration for those people who placed 

their lives in danger for others holds no 

bounds. Let us not only remember them on 

ANZAC Day but remember them daily by our 

actions in having a real desire to care for 

others less fortunate than ourselves. This is 

what they did. This is what they continue to 

do.  
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